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Richmond Has Speaker¬
ship for First Time

in Century.
HOUSTON HEADS

PARTY CAUCUS
Mcetze, of Prince William, Gets
Only Two Votes After Fail¬

ing to Find Any One to
Place His Name Before

- Caucus.Ready for
Work To-Duy.

Preliminary organization of th»
House of Delegates was effected lust
night by the nomination of Edwin P.
Cox, of Richmond, us Democratic can¬
didate for .Speaker, and Harry It. Hous¬
ton, of Hampton, as caucus chairman.
Tho expected sensation failed to de¬
velop. the caucus being a place of ora¬
tory and good fellowship, in which pre-,
dictions were nindo for an aggressive
session. As leader of the Democrats,
who number ninety-two out of 100
members, Mr. Houston assorted the
party's unwillingness "to continue In a
rut of ultra-conservatism, or, on the
other hand, to bo thrust in the wild
hallucinations of socialism"
The two houses of the General As¬

sembly will hold their tlrst formal«*e«.
sions to-day at noon. Hpeaker-IClect
Cox was uncertain last night whether
ho could have his committee assign¬
ments ready to announce to-day;
though ho worked on the lists until late
In the night. In accepting his nomina¬
tion nt the hands of the caucus, Mr.
. 'ox came out strongly for open ses¬
sions of all committees, and for a divi¬
sion of the work of the Finance Coni-
iiitHon having a new Finance Commit-
too, concerned with problems of taxa¬
tion and the raising of the revenue, and
an Appropriations Committee having
supervision of ihn outgo.

CiiiiKrntulotrk Winner,
i.1. Mi else, of Prince William Coun¬

ty , held on as a candidate for the
speakership until the last, the roll call
between himself and Mr. Cox being
¦St to 'i, after which Mr. Meetze con¬
gratulated the winner and brought hlni
into the hall of the. House on his arm.
The Hoiibt* caucus was called to or¬

der l>v Captain W. W. Bakor, the senior
lUfiiihet in point of continuous service.
Flowers decorated the desks of th» va¬
rious candidates for the speakership,
and a ^jiant bunch tho speaker's chair.
Captain Baker referred to tlie loss the
body lias sustained since tin last sen-
r ion in the deaths of Colonel J. V.
Templeton. of Augusta: Colonel A M.
Bowin;iii. of Itoanoke, and Colonel John
si. iI.ifwood, of Richmond, all members
of ilie Finance Committee.

Mr. MilgtcHd, of Newport News, of¬
fend th<- nam' of llarr.% B. Houston,
of Hampton, as permanent chairman
of the Democratic caucus of the House,
as a successful business man of broad
mind, loved by the people he repre¬
sents. and who had served in the House
for ten years without opposition. The
nomination was seconded by Mr.
Weaver, Mr. Chalklcy, Mr. Barley and
Mr. Meetze. who agreed that the nom¬
inee was a man of fairness and Impar¬
tiality, who could counted on to
give all a square deal. Mr. Houston
v. as elected unanimously, and was

brought Into the hail by Messrs. Mil-
Mead. Weaver. Barley, Brewer,

earnes
Kur Connprvnlivr I'rogrrsnlvencsM.
After expressing his thanks to tho

ii ie nibera and a welcome on the part of
i he House to the new members. Mr.
Houston took up tin- triumphs of the
Democratic party in tiie nation, as well
a« in the leading cities and States of
tiiis country, attributing its victory in
national effairs to tho "arrogance and
unfaithfulness of the. Republicans,
drunk with power." Tracing the prog-
i ess of Democracy in Virginia since
! vsi'.. when the party was restored to
power, he called attention to tho re¬
sponsibility resting on the dominant
party to lead Virginia Into the l'rout
rank In thoso matters In which sho
now lags far In the rear. Jivery mo¬
ment of the sixty-day session, he urged,
should be devoted to the important
measures which must he passed upon.
I.caving to a later time a more intimate
discussion of these problems, he re¬
minded the members that old customs
tiivv place to new, inapplicable, prin¬
ciples and exploded theories are swept
away before tho pressure of new ideas,
and in this varying activity, this every
varying point of view, he found the
¦\ Itni principle of growth.

MesporiMllilllty of 1'iirlj-.
"What I have described," he said, "is

what I would term conservative pro-
jrrosslveness. I stand here to-night on
iiehalf of the Democracy of Virginia to
Mate Its unwillingness to continue in a
rut of ultra conservativatism, or, on
the other hand, to be thrust' Into the
wild hallucinations of socialism. I
lirmly believe that recoglzing your
great responsibility as the representa¬
tives of tite dominant party in Virginia,
>"oti are now ready and willing to launch
find effectively prosecute a conserva¬
tively progressive program."
Mr. Brewer, of Xanscmoud, offered

the name of John XV. Williams for clerk
of the caucus, but was told that the
position must be tilled by a member of
the House. Without losing his poise,
Mr. Brewer nominated Berkley D.
Adams, of Charlotte, who was elected,
after some laughter over the frank
admission of the speaker that he hail
been misinformed as to who was slated
for tho position.

Cox Nominated for Spenker,
For Democratic candidate for speak¬

er of the House, Hill Montague, of
Richmond, presented the name of his
colleague. Mr. Cox. Recognizing that
five counties had brought forward can¬
didates for the speakership. Mr. Monta¬
gue laid emphasis on the plea that
it was Bichmond's turn. Major .7. .V.
Stuhhs seconded Mr. Cox's nomination,
saying that Richmond had not had a
speaker of the House since Andrew
Stephenson, in the session of 1312-13-1-1.
After a century Richmond had present¬
ed her claims, arid he hoped that he
would bo elected unanimously. In his
varied service since 1809 ho said there
had been many notable men in the
speaker's chair, but the name of Vox
would go down as the equal of any of
them.

Mr. Oliver, of Fairfax, spoke of Mr.
Cox as an aide parliamentarian and a
presiding ofllcer of dignity and fair¬
ness, who had been his schoolmate at
Hie University of Virginia. Hugh A.
White, of Rockbridgv. went further
back, and claimed Mr. Cox as a col-
.lege-mato at Hampden-Sidncy, and
predicted that with tho gavel wielded
by Cox, thcro would always be faiVness
ftnd justice as ho sees it.
Martin Williams, of Giles, fell In lino

(Continued On Third Page.)
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NIGHTS TO CALIFORNIA

Via WfudilnRton-Siiuset Route. .Sunset Lim¬
ited dally: no oxtra fare. . Now train.20
bourn quicker tourlut cor service. 907 EastUaln Stre«t.vAdv.

Private Secretary
to New Governor

ALKXANDEH FOIIWARD,

ISTUART APPOINTS
EDIIOR FORWARDj

Newspaper Man Comes Rack
From Harrisonburg to Suc¬

ceed Ben P. Owen.

WILL ARRIVE HERE TO-DAY:

No Other Appointments to Be
Announced Until First Week

in February.

Alexander Forward, editor of the
Harrisonburg News-Record, and one of
the most popular newspaper men In
Virginia, lias been appointed private
secretary to Governor-Klcct Henry C-
Stuart, ,who will take office on Feb¬
ruary 2. Although his new duties <lo
not begin until that date, Mr. Forward
will arrive in Richmond this morning
to familiarize himself with tho worlt

j he will be called upon to perform dur-
ing the next four years.

Mr. Stuart has Indicated heretofore '
that ho would not make any appoint-
ments until he was Governor in fact,
and tho announcement concerning Mr.
Forward does not mean that he has
changed his program in the least. His
secretary serves in a private and con¬
fidential capacity, and Mr. Stuart felt
that the new man should be on the
ground early. There Is a great deal for
htm to do within the next two weeks.
Mr. Forward resigned from the News-
Record last flight.

Commend Stuart's Selection. ,
Although he declined to discuss the

matter, friends of Ben 1*. Owen, prl-
vate secretary to Governor Mann, have
thought for some weeks that he would
retire at tho end of the month. This
fact was made clear yesterday, and
State officials, whose duties bring them
In close touch with the Governor's of-
iice, stated that, while they naturally
regretted to see Mr. Owen leave, they
were delighted with Mr. Stuart's selec¬
tion.
Before ho left Richmond for Harrl-

sonburg. Mr. Forward was a member
of Tito Times-Dispatch staff. Ho re-

j ported two sessions of the General As-jseinbly. and knows nearly every man
in public life in Virginia. Tie had their

I confidence and their friendship, and he
will carry these two most valuable
human assets with him to the office he
visited as a reporter every day for mora
than four years.

Highly Hf|tnr«lfd l»jr Official*,
The reporter who could go through

many political campaigns in this State jwithout personally antagonizing the
leaders of any faction proved that he
possessed an unusual amount of fair- !
noiis, tact and common sense. Mr. For¬
ward did that. It was difficult, to be
sure, and while it was never possible
to satisfy everybody.' few could
complain even if they did not get all
that they clnlmed to deserve.
Mr. Forward Is still a citizen of

Bristol, from which place ho came to
Richmond at tho invitation of Tho
Times-Dispatch. In June he resigned
to become the editor of the Harrison¬
burg News-Record, a consolidated
property which took the field once
occupied by three papers. He has done j
very fine work on the News-Record
and put forth every effort to build up
that community. At tho meeting of
the Virginia Stato Press Association in
October he was awarded first prize for
the btist paper on any State-wide top¬
ic. the award being mado by judges
who did not know the name of the
writer.

ARGUMENT IN TITANIC CASE
l>inhllity of lll-Fntc<l l.iner's Owners

Under Discussion.
Washington, January 13..Half a

dozen mourners of tho Titanic disaster
sat in the Supreme Court to-day listen¬
ing to arguments on whether the lia¬
bility of the owners of the ill-fated
liner shall be limited to nbout $00,000,
or for full claims for damages aggre¬
gating some $13,000,000. Charles C.
iturlinghain, on behalf of the Oceanic
Steam Navigation Company, opened tho
argument, contending that damagesshould bo limited to salvage and pas-
sago money.

Frederick M. Brown, on behalf of the
claimants, contended that tho Titanic
wns"" a (loatlng Island in tho eyo of the
law, and that tho British' flag flying
over it mado the British law governtho liability of the owners.
Arguments will bo concluded to-or-

row.

Will Endeavor to Get
Columbia to With¬
draw From Race.

CITY COMMITTED
TO STATE CAPITAL

If Suggested Retirement From
Contest Takes Place, Formal
Indorsement to Claims of
Virginia Metropolis Will
Be Made.Delegation in

Columbia To-Day.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
Spartanburg, S. C., January 13..Con-

vlncod by the arguments of a delega¬
tion of Richmond bankers, who visited
Spartanburg to-day, that th« Virginia
capital is the mont desirable location
for the regional reserve bank which Is
to serve this district, the principal busi¬
ness men of this, the third city of
8outh Carolina in population, tentative¬
ly indorsed Richmond's claims. This
city had already in a way, however,committed Itself to Columbia as a loca¬
tion for the replonal bank.
The Spartanburg Clearing-House* As¬sociation. therefore, before taking defi¬

nite action, decided to endeavor to getColumbia to withdraw from tho contest.
John TV- Simpson, Spartanburg member
of the bunkers' committee, which is
working In behalf of Columbia, was In¬
structed to advise tho withdrawal of
Columbia when the committee meets to¬
morrow. If he is successful, the Spar¬
tanburg Chamber of Commerce and
Clearing-House Association will Imme¬
diately meet, adopt formal resolutions
Indorsing Richmond, and send copies
thereof to Secretaries Houston and Mc-
Adoo, the South Carolina Senators and
this district's Representative in Con¬
gress, Joseph T. Johnson.

Vifir I'nlntN of Interest.
The Richmond visitors arrived in

Spartanburg at 10:30 o'clock this morn¬
ing. After being taken on a ride to
points of interest around the city, they
were escorted to the ball of the Cham¬
ber of Commerce, where a meeting was
organized, with Arch. U. Calvert, presi¬
dent of the Hank of Spartanburg, as
chairman, and Paul V. Moore, secretary
of the Chamber of Commerce, as secre¬
tary.
Thomas n. McAdams, of the Mer¬

chants' National Hank, of Richmond,
was tho leading speaker for the visi¬
tors. and wus ably seconded by John
M. Miller. Jr.. vice-president of the First
National Bank. Mr. McAdams's argu¬
ment that Richmond was not a borrow¬
ing cRy had great weight in turning
the tide of sentiment in favor of*Rich¬
mond as against Columbia, Charlotte,
Atlanta and Baltimore.
John A. Law, president of the Central

National Bank: A. M. Cherltzberg, vice-
president and cashier of the First Na¬
tional Bank, and H. A. LJgon. presi¬
dent of the American National Bank,
were among the many Spartanburg
business men who expressed themselves
in favor of Klchmoud. If any one of
these present had a dissenting opin¬
ion it was not expressed. Well pleased
with tho outcome of their mission. Iho
visitors left this afternoon for Colum¬
bia.

Hearing in <~nltinibln To'Dmjt.
(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch. 1
Columbia, S. C., .January IS..Com¬

ing to advance Richmond's efforts for
a regional bank, a delegation of busi¬
ness men l'rotn the Virginia city ar¬
rived in Columbia late this afternoon.
The visitors, after being comfortably
established at their hotel, spent the
evening at th4 theatre, and the active
advancement of Richmond's claims
will bo made to-morrow.
Columbia is an active applicant for

a regional bank, but the visiting dele¬
gation will be given a hearing by the
Chamber of Commerce and the com¬
mittee of South Carolina bankers ap¬
pointed to direct Columbia's fight for
one of the banks. Many of the Rich¬
mond men have personal and business
friends hero, and those are receiving
them warmly. The visitors are in line
spirits and are confident that Rich¬
mond will land one of the banks.

It is understood there is the possi¬
bility of the Richmond committeo go¬
ing directly from Columbia to Wash¬
ington to appear with a larger dele¬
gation before the Reserve Bank Com¬
mittee on behalf of Richmond's claims.

CURLEY WInViN BOSTON
Congressman Fleeted Mnyor by Major¬

ity of c.ikmi Vote*.
Boston. January 13..Congressman

James M. Curley was chosen Mayor
to-day by a majority of f>,000 vott-s
over Thomas J. Kenny, president of
the City Council. Both are Doinocrats,
but both ran without political designa¬
tion. Of « total of 80,000 Curley re¬
ceived -13.309.
The Congressman's election as Mayor

is the latest step In a continuous po¬
litical career which began as a City
Councilman in 1900. Since then he has
been elected to the Massachusetts
House of Representatives, the Board
of Aldermen and to Congress, where he
is now serving Ills second term. In
1903, Mr. Curley was convicted of con¬
spiring to defraud tho government by
impersonating another man at a Civil
Service examination, lie served a sen¬
tence of two months without Inter¬
ruption to his political fortunes.
Tho city made its usual pronounced

declaration in favor of license, the vote
being:
y oh, IS. 341.
No, 2«,908.

FOR GOVERNMENT CONTROL
Mr. Kelly Will I'rge Federal Owner¬

ship of Itudlum Hearing Ores.
fSpecial to Tho Times-Dispatch.]

Washington. January 13..Dr. How¬
ard A. Kelley, radium expert of tho
United States, will advocate on Mon¬
day beforo tho House Committee on
Mines and Mining government owner¬
ship of all public lands bearing ores
that might contain radium.

Dr. Abby. famous Now York physi¬cian on cancer treatment, will appear
at Iho same time before the committee.
Ho Is expected also to urge govern¬
ment control of all radium bearing ores
thai tho hospitals" ol' this country and
tho scientists-now applying radium to
tho treatment of cancer shall have tho
uso of thin remedy without extortionate
charges. 1

THOUSANDS DEAD 1

IN DISASTER THAT
DEFALLS JAPAN

Tidal Wave Adds Terror
to Earthquakes and
Volcanic Eruption.

CITY IS ALMOST
BURIED IN ASHES

Loss of Life and Property In¬
creases With Later News From
Stricken District.All Com¬
munication Cut Off.Suc¬

cor and Supplies Are
Rushed to Scene.

Tokyo, Japan, January 13..A tidal
wave added Its terrors to earthquakes
und volcanic eruption which struck
Kagoshima, In Southern Japan, yester-

| day. according- to official advices to-
day.

It Is believed here that the KagoBhl-
ma disaster will prove to bo one of the
most serious In Japan's history. Tho
loss of life and property Increases with
fuller news from the scene. The full
extent, of the disaster could not bo
ascertained to-day, as all communlca-
tion was cut oft from the stricken dls-
trict south of Kumamoto, ninety miles
north of Kagoshima.
Ashes to the depth of six Inches have

fallen in the seaport of Miyazaki, on
the Kast of Kiushlu. A postal em¬
ployee, who fled from Kagoshima,
states that tho big postal building
there collapsed, and that a great num¬

ber of residences were ruined, killing
|many people and animals.

Navy and army departments are
'hastening succor and supplies to Kag- |
oshima.

Inactive for >i Century.
Sakura-JIma lias been quiescent for

more than a century, although it rears',
Ms cratered peak in a veritable land
of volcanoes. Directly to the .south
of it, on one of the three lower tops of
Japan, stands Kaimon-Dake, which is
constantly active, while directly north
of it are Kirlshima-Varna and Shlra-
torlsan. Both are active, and from the
former, in 18!»5, came a tremendous and
destructive outburst.
Sakura-JIma occupies almost the ex¬

act centre of a small round island,
in the Gulf of Kagoshima, and directlyin front of the city of Kagoshima, cap-ital of the province of Satsuraa. It Is
4,000 feet high, and before tho pres-
ent eruption had two craters. The Is-
land had a permanent population of
probably 25,000.
Sakura-Jirna had Its last general

eruption In 177!», and, while accurate!
Information as to the suffering and
damage which It Inflicted is not avail¬
able, the occasion so Impressed Itself
upon tfie people that the eruption was:
commemorated by a monthly festival,
The city is in the centre of a largo pot-
tery and porcelain industry, which em-
ployed thousands of artisans of both
sexes.

Many Clllr* I3nvelopcd.
The heavy ash fall extends far to the

north, and has enveloped the important
cities of Nagasaki. Kumamoto and
many snip 11 cities. Of these, Nagasaki
alone has a considerable foreign popu-
lation. There are about 200 ICuropeans
and Americans in Nagasaki, with Hrlt-|Ish in the largest number. They have
ample opportunity to escape.

Tin- great naval base at Saseho is
within less than a day's steaming oiT
the stricken district, and the admiralty
officials announce that every available |
vessel will be hurried to the scene.

TliooAands Relieved Dond.
Nagasaki, Japan, January 13..Re-'

ports here to-day were that the death j
list around Kwgoshima will run into
the thousands.
Kagoshima, which is almost com¬

pletely burled In volcanic ashes and
stones, had a population of 60,000 at the
last census. The population of the ad-
joining Island of Sakura, the centre of
the disturbance. Is given as 15,000. On
this island hundreds are reported to
have perished beneath the streams of
lava ffom the volcano of Sakura-JIma.
Many more were undoubtedly drowned
whllo attempting to escape.
Doctors have started to the scene,

which is difficult to reach, because
railroad communication Is Impeded by
ashes and tho tracks have been dis¬located by earthquakes.
The violence of the eruptions of

Sakura-Jima is so great that showers
of dust fell here to-day. Tho distance
between Nagasaki and Sakura is about jninety miles.

Story of Refugee,
A refugee who arrived here to-day

from Kagoshima gavo tho following
account of tho disaster:
"The eruption started suddenly with

columns of thick,, black smoke '

and
Maine from tho crater of Sakura-JIma.
Hundreds of tho inhabitants of the
small island rushed to the beach and
[leaped on board Junks and steamers,
which carried them across three, miles
of water to Kagoshima, ashes, stones
and particles of white hot lava falling
all the while on the docks.
Tho horror was Increased by the

shaking caused by Incessant earth¬
quakes. More than .150 earthquake
shocks were recorded before nightfall,
"People fled along the highways

west and north of the city.
"They had abandoned everything.

Soon they were suffering from lack
of food and drink.
"When I left Kagoshima, tho vol¬

cano resembled an enormous setpieco
of fireworks, glowing from the foot
of tho mountain to- the summit. Dur¬
ing the night the glowing lava illumi¬
nated the cntiro distance. Tho vol¬
cano constantly emitted thunderous ox-
plosions."
Rurnlng rock and ashes set fire to

several villages. At* Mojl, on the-
Klushiv Railway, 100 persons wore
killed. Several villages along the foot
of tho volcano were buried in lava yos-
terday. ..

Itlehmond Firm CrtH Contract.
Washington, January 13..The .con¬

tract for an oxtensloti to tho Federal
building at Winston-Salem. N. C., was
let to-day by the Treasury Department
fo a Richmond .firm for $1N5,830.

ACCESSIBLE. COMfortABI.13, REASON*-
able. Hotel WalTlck, Tlm«n Square, New
York.- A<lv.

Named for Comptroller of Currency

BOARD ACCEPTS I
HOSPITAL OFFER:

Method of Conducting It to Be
Arranged in Manner Satis¬

factory to All.

OPPOSES CHARTER CHANGE

Refuses to Pave Way for Putting
Departments Under Ad¬

ministrative Board.

With only ono member dissenting.1
the Board of Aldermen last night con¬
curred In the action of the Common
Council In accepting the loan of the
Virginia. Hospital from tin: Medical
College of Virginia and in empowering
tho Administrative Board to enter
upon a contract with the executlvo
staff of the college as to the manage-
tnent of tho hospital. Alderman
Crimes voted against concurrence.
Tho Board took up the report of the

Committee on Charter Changes, amend-'
ing it as if had done at n former meet¬
ing. so as not to" give the <'ity Coun-
cil the authority to plaec tho l'oliee,t
Fire and Health Departments under
the Administrative Board at some fu¬
ture tiinu as the City Council might,
deem necessary, and so as to leave the'
section concerning tho manner of mak-
ing appropriations as it stands.

Section :st)-d of tho clt> charter Ka.vs
that "appropriations, as far as practl-
cable, to the extent of the fairly anti¬
cipated revenues for each ensuing)
year, shall ho made in lump sums in the
annual budget ordinance for tho main-
tonanco of each department . . ."
Tho Committee on Charter Changes
struck out the words, "as far as prac-
ticablc," on the ground that approprla-
tlons should ho made in lump sums, so
that the Administrative Board could {expend the mone? as It saw tit, with¬
out direction from tho City Council.

Charter Provision Stand*.
Alderman Powers offered an amend¬

ment to this part of tho committee's
report, leaving the section as it stands
in* the original charter. He; said that
there would be little use In having a
Finance Committee if the authority to
direct how appropriations should bo
expended were taken from it.
Alderman I'uller. chairman of the!Committee on Charter* Changes, fought {'the substltuto amendment bitterly, butit was passed by a vote of :. to ".
There was also a long wrangle overtho committee's amendment to the

charter to give the City Council au-thority to place the l'olice, Kiro andHealth Departments under tho controlof the Administrative Board, if the
Council should ever in the future see
lit. The substitute amendment, leav¬
ing the three departments In their
present status, was offered by Alder-jman Powers, who argued that the chief
result of delegating this authority to
the Council would be to keep the three
departments continuously disorgan¬ized.

Puller Opposes Delay.
The Hoard was much hampered be¬

cause the members had no copies of
tho amendments as adopted by the
committee, and Alderman Bliley moved
that copies be printed and given to
each Alderman, and that action on the
committee's report be postponed to a
future meeting. Mr. Puller urged that
action be immediate, for fear that de¬
lay might result in never having the
proposed charter changes go before thoLegislature. Mr. Bliley's motion was
defeated, and the charter, as amended
by the committee, was read and voted
on, seriatim.
With tho exceptions mentioned, the

report of the committee was accepted.;
Mr. Powers succeeded, however, ln«
having passed a substitute amendment
that no ofllce or clerkship under the;
Administrative Board shall be created
except .under the recommendation of;
the Administrative Board.
Aldermen Melton offered an amend-

mant which he had offered before the
committee and which was defeated in
committee, that no member of the Ad¬
ministrative Board may be elected or
appointed to a remunerative ofllce
while a member of the hoard or within
ono year after the expiration of his
term as a member. Tho amendment
was passed by a vote of 10 to 2. Tho
othor committee amendments were
adopted practically without change. |

Some Salary 'Increases.
Concurrence was had in the resolu-

lion of.the Ordinance .Committee In fix¬
ing the following salaries: clerk to the
city treasurer, $2,500; coleetor of city
taxes, $3,600; ono deputy collector, $!,-800; ono assistant in the main ofllce of i

(Continued On Second Page.)

(iivcs Cabinet Members His Ideas
011 Government's Relation to j'

"Big Business."

PEACE AND NOT WAR IS PLAN

Wants Message to Be Influence!
That Will Eliminate Conges¬

tion of Radical Bills.

Washington, January 13..President
Wilson to-day Rave Cabinet nicmborn
Itis ideas on the government's relation
to "hig business," tho fioi<l antitrust
legislation should rover in the pres¬
ent session of Congress and the spirit
In which he believed tho task should 11be approached.
Peace and not war, a feeling of

friendly conciliation rather than of lios-
tile antagonism. and yet a construc-
live program that will eliminate un- h
certainty about the law and stimulate 11the growth of legitimate business.;these are the fundamentals of tho';
President's plan of action to bo cinbod- 11led in tho message lie will read at ujijoint session of Congress next week.
JIu presented the document to tho Cab- Siinot to-day ami worked all afternoon
on minor changes as a result of tho
meeting.
Cabinet members spoko of the ines-

sage as a progressive declaration that
would reassure tho business world of '

the sincere intentions of the adminis-
nation to deal fairly with it.
To-morrow the President will out-

lute the message to the Democratio .>

members of the Senato Committee on (Interstate Commerce and tho House ]Judiciary Committee. Whilo tho Pres- «

ldent has not yet revealed his views on
detailed legislation, ho hopes his mes- <
sage will be the guiding influence that jwill keep the scope of activity within (
a well-deflned compass, eliminating so jfar as possible any congestion of rad- rical bills that might bo misinterpreted ,by the outsdlo world. t

Featured of Plnn. ,So far as known, tho cardinal feat- i
ures of the President's plan are:

1. Supplementing the Sherman anti- £trust law to reduce the debatable area
around it. (2. The prohibition of interlocking til- (
reotorates. !t3. Location of individual rcBponslbil-
ity and the fixing of personal guilt for trtll violations. j,4. The creation of an interstate trade (L-ominlssion to perform the functions j ,uf a bureau of information and to tie-11termine by its investigations whether tdecrees of dissolution or mandates of jthe court are carried out.
The President is proceeding on tho

theory that legislation is necessary at '

this time, and that thore should be no (

lelay in accomplishing these reforms. '
The recent action of J. P. Morgan & %Co. In voluntarily withdrawing from i
numerous directorates on account of a t
'change in public sentiment" is cited
liy administration supporters as evi- 1

lence that tho business world expects tInterlocking directorates to be dls- csolved. i
Chnnge In Public Opinion.In this connection President Wilson 1

believes the whole course of public fopinion has undergone a remarkable j.change in the last few years.Ho believes there has developed now '
in acceptance of tho principle that pri- c
vate monopolies arc? indefensible and 'j
trusts practice certain things which 1
slight to bo prohibited. The President '
ilso is reiterating to those witli whom "
le is discussing tho subject a view ex- «

grossed in his preconvention speechestwo years ago.that to stop "Joy-rid-ng" it is necessary "to arrest tho!nchauffeur and pot the automobile." Hej*s e.xpeoted to recommend in his mos- |''age that tho law with respect to per-!*ional guilt should be vigorously en- c
forced and provision made in all logis- v
at ion for Individual offenses. c
One of tho most Important features n

)f tho antitrust program is the inter- s
date trade commission. This organl- £satlon would pot bo vested with powers *
>f regulation, but would be .tho medium ^
hrougb which tiie government would
<eep tho business world Informed and- '¦
dimlnato "tho twilight zono" In big 8
pdustry. v
There have been repeated requests 0

'or information from business concerns, '!md the need of an authoritative resor- '
,'oir of In formation already lias boon ^

(Continued On Second Page.) C

FORCOMPTROLLER
GOESJOSEMATE
President Nominates
Richmond Man for
Important Post.

VARIOUS REPORTS
OF OPPOSITION

So-Called Great Financial Inter¬
ests Said to Be Against Con¬
firmation.Selection Is Made
After Conference Between
Wilson and McAdoo.In
Hands of Committee.

Washington, January 13..Tho Presi¬
dent sent to tho Senate to-day the
nomination of John Skelton Williams,
of Richmond, to be Comptroller of tho
Currency and ex-officio member of tho
Federal Reserve Hoard, which will ad¬
minister the affairs of the new cur¬
rency system.
The nomination was referred to tho

Committee on Banking and Currencyafter a brief executive session of tho
Senate, during which an effort was
mado to have It referred to the Com¬
mittee on Finance. Heretofore such a
nomination would have been sent to
tho Finance Committee.
Senator Owen this afternoon said tho

committeo would take up the nomina¬
tion in the near future. It may bo
some time before the nomination is
confirmed.
Mr. Williams is now Assistant Secre¬

tary of tho Treasury in charge of tho
fiscal bureau and Secretary McAdoo's
first. assistant In matters of govern¬
ment finance.
The office of Comptroller of the Cur¬

rency has been vacant for several
months. Various reports have hecii
afloat of opposition against the nomi¬
nation of Mr. Williams. It was snitt
that the so-called great financial in¬
terests were opposing him. Mr. Wll-
liams's selection was announced after
a conference between President Wil¬
son and Secretary McAdoo. It is un¬
derstood that during the President's
absence Mr. McAdoo had been sound¬
ing Senators about the nomination, and
believes it will be confirmed.

Appointment Cilves Satisfaction.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Washington. January 13..Nothingcould probably be more pleasing to
Southern bankers and financiers, ac¬
cording to Information given Tho
Times-Dispatch correspondent at fho
Capitol to-day, than the appointment of
Mr. Williams. Born and bred a South¬
erner, of broad mind and a big compre¬
hensive grasp of financial affairs, his
appointment cannot otherwise bo view¬
ed than as a tremendous thing for the
administration, in spite of whatever op¬
position may exist.
Aside from what the Virginia Con¬

gressmen saiti to-day, and the appoint¬
ment is very satisfactory to them, thero
was general approval of the Presi¬
dent's action around the Capitol and In
Washington's business centres, with
I ho exceptions of certain small cliques
opposed to him.

In addition to this, it Is believed that
Mr. Williams's appointment will be a
tremendous influence toward securing a
regional bank for Richmond.
When Senator Swanson was seen to*

night regarding tho opposition to Mr,
Williams, he said:
"Yes, there is opposition to him, but

you may quote me as saying that t
have not yet found a single member of
the Senate who will vote against him.
The eh-etlon has already been referred
to the Committee on Banking and Cur¬
rency, and will, I am sure, be favorably
reported Immediately. Early action
tvlll be taken, because the President
leslres to cotnpleto the make-up of the
Federal Reserve Board as soon as pos-
dble, and nothing can be had by delay.
"Mr. Williams is the very man for

Comptroller of tho Currency. His nat-
jral ability and fitness make him well
lualifled for tho position to which ho
i»b been named, and, unless I am much
nlstaken, he will certainly be confirm-
;d by the Senate very soon. 1 feel suro
hat if there were any Senators who
vere going to vote against him, 1 would
nave heard of them, and so far. as l
lave stated, I have not heard of a
single one.
"I think It is best not to discuss the

>pposition at this point, but to content
>urselves with having the nomination
jonflrmed."
No statement could be had from Sena-

or Martin, but It is learned that his
..iews are similar to those Just ex-
messed by Senator Swanson. and that
,vith the latter, lie will bend every
snergy towards having the nomination
:ontlrmed at the earliest possible date.

Vrws Htilleil With Approval.
John Skelton Williams was appointed

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury ia
.barge of fiscal bureaus on March l.'t,
!U3. anil has served in that office ten
nonths to a day. The choice was hailed
vith approval by the leading bankers
ind financial Journals of the country,
o whom the Richmond man was known
is a successful builder of railroads and
eorganlzer of big properties. Ills pro-
notion to the important otllee of Comp-
roller is properly regarded as an Imit¬
ation that he has more than measured
ip to tho administration's estimates.
The news of his appointment ns

'omptroller was received with deep
atlsfactlon In Richmond. John Tj. Wll-
lams, bend of the banking house, and
atlier of tho new Comptroller of tho
'urrency, said that his son's new hon-
irs brought him much Joy. He ex-
ircssed the hope that the new Comp-
roller will prove equal to the great
rust that the country has given him
ml bring new honor to his chosen pro-
ession.

Member of Reserve Hoard.
To Richmond bankers the nppolnt-

uent was particularly welcome. As
'oniptroller of the Currency. Mr. Wll-
lams will be the third member of
he national organisation conimittco
harged undor tho .new currency act
i*ltli tho duty of apportioning «ev'.
ral I'eservc bank districts and desig¬
ning the cities In which the banks
hall ho located. The other members
f the committee are secretary of tlio
'reasury McAdoo and Secretary of
igrlculture Houston.
The no\V Comptroller of tho Currency

* a native of Powhatan County,. tills
Fato, and was born on July t>. IShS. Ho
..as educated In tlio schools of this
Ity and at the (Tniverslty of Virginia,
Ic&idcs holding active m#-rnb«rshlp in
he Richmond Chamber of Commerce,
Ir. Williams Is a member of the \Veat-
loreland, Commonwealth and CountryHubs of this City; of the Msfylfttul

¦'.V'ty


